LESSON 4

June 28, 2026

Unit I: Faithful Witnesses Testify to God’s Promises
Standing Up to the Powerful

DEVOTIONAL READING: Psalm 23

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES: Amos 1:1; 2:11-12; 3:7-8; 7:10-15
PRINT PASSAGES: Amos 1:1; 2:11-12; 3:7-8; 7:10-15

KEY VERSE

And the Lorp took me as I followed the flock, and the LoRD said unto me, Go, prophesy
unto my people Israel. (Amos 7:15, KJV)

ooooo

“But the LorD took me from tending the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my peo-
ple Israel.”” (Amos 7:15, NIV)

Lesson Aims

As a result of experiencing this lesson, you should be able to do the following:

« Analyze Amos’s speaking truth to power as his faithful withess to God’s justice.
« Cultivate a heart for truth and a passion for justice.

« Speak truth to power as a faithful witness to God’s justice.

*Key Terms

Commanded (Amos 2:12)—Hebrew: tsavah (tsaw-vaw’): laid charge (upon); gave charge
(to); ordered.

Conspired (Amos 7:10)—Hebrew: gashar (kawshar’): to have bound, leagued together;
“raising a conspiracy” (NIV).

Raised up (Amos 2:11)—Hebrew: quwm (koom): to have arisen; stood up; constituted.
Roared (Amos 3:8)—Hebrew: sha’ag (shaw-ag’): made an overwhelming, resonant sound as
in the roar of a lion.

Saw (Amos 1:1)—Hebrew: chazah (khawzaw’): to see as a seer in the ecstatic state; see a
vision; behold.

Secret (Amos 3:7)—Hebrew: cowd (sode): refers to any restricted or confidential information
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The Biblical Context

The book of Amos states that its author
was the prophet Amos. Historians date the
writing of the text between 760 and 753 BC,
suggesting that Amos would have been a
contemporary of the prophets Hosea, Joel,
and Isaiah. Amos was a shepherd and fig
picker from Tekoa, a village in Judah about
five miles from Bethlehem. The book reflects
a time of economic and political prosperity
for the northern kingdom of Israel under
Jeroboam Il and for Judah under Uzziah.
Spiritually, beneath the outward prosperity,
Israel was a sinful nation marked by corrupt
leadership, willful neglect of God’s Word,
hypocritical religious practices, greed, pagan
worship, and oppression of the poor and
marginalized. Amos’s call to prophecy was
a demonstration of God’s sovereign, divine
choice to address the covenant-breaking
conditions in Israel, primarily, but also in
Judah and the surrounding nations of Syria,
Philistia, Phoenicia, Edom, and Ammon.
Amos’s call to prophetic ministry is unique
for two reasons: he was not formally trained
as a prophet or from a priestly family, and
he was chosen to deliver God’s message of
judgment to the northern kingdom of Israel,
rather than his native Judah.

to which only a select few are privy; “plan” (NIV).

*(Word Study Supplement—Refer to page 2)

Introduction

The phrase “speaking truth to power” means
bravely and honestly sharing moral, ethical, or
spiritual truths with those in authority or influ-
ence, especially when it involves risks or is un-
popular. Often, speaking truth to power involves
challenging social injustice or abusive behavior by
confronting leaders and systemic institutions that
support them. Additionally, speaking truth to
power advocates for what is right based on truth
or conscience for the benefit of the marginalized
and oppressed. Politically and socially, many in-
dividuals have spoken truth to power, challeng-
ing injustice, systemic discrimination, inequitable
educational opportunities, and health disparities
in this country and around the world. The call
to speak truth to power is not limited to political
and social arenas. From Israel’s earliest history as
a distinct nation set apart for His purposes, God
raised voices of truth to confront spiritual corrup-
tion, injustice, and moral decay among them and
the nations around them, boldly and with Spirit-
led, grace-sustained courage despite the cost. One

of those whom God called was Amos, a shepherd

and fig tree farmer from Tekoa in Judah, who spoke truth to power, proclaiming God’s judg-

ment on Israel and the surrounding nations because of their persistent social injustice, religious

hypocrisy, and covenant unfaithfulness.

ANALYSIS OF THE BIBLICAL TEXT

A Commissioned Prophet (Amos 1:1; 2:11-12; 3:7-8)

KJV

THE WORDS of Amos, who was among the herdmen of Tekoa, which he saw concerning
Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash
king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.
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11 And I raised up of your sons for prophets, and of your young men for Nazarites. Is it
not even thus, O ye children of Israel? saith the Lorp.

12 But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink; and commanded the prophets, saying, Proph-
esy not.

7 Surely the LorRD God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the
prophets.

8 The lion hath roared, who will not fear? the LorRD God hath spoken, who can but proph-

esy?

NIV

THE WORDS of Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoa—the vision he saw concerning Is-
rael two years before the earthquake, when Uzziah was king of Judah and Jeroboam son of
Jehoash was king of Israel.

11 “I also raised up prophets from among your children and Nazirites from among your
youths. Is this not true, people of Israel?” declares the LorD.

12 “But you made the Nazirites drink wine and commanded the prophets not to proph-

»

esy.
7 Surely the Sovereign LoRD does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants the
prophets.
8 The lion has roared—who will not fear? The Sovereign LoRD has spoken—who can but
prophesy?

Amos begins his book with a self-introduction and explains how he was called to “speak
truth to power” to God’s people, especially Israel’s northern tribes (Amos 1:1). Before his di-
vine call to prophesy, Amos was a shepherd in Judah’s hill country, about ten miles south of
Jerusalem, and a grower of sycamore fruit. The Hebrew word used for shepherds in this verse,
noged, suggests that Amos either managed or owned herds of sheep and goats. Amos served
during the long, politically stable, and economically prosperous reigns of Uzziah in Judah and
Jeroboam II in Israel, two years before a notable earthquake. His message to Isracl begins in
chapter 2 (verses 6-16). A specific charge against them was that they were corrupting and try-
ing to silence the Nazarites and prophets to suppress God’s truth, revealing their intentional
unwillingness to hear His Word (verses 11-12). Amos athrms the authority of his calling to
speak on God’s behalf by reminding Israel that God never acts without first revealing His
intentions through His prophets (Amos 3:7). Because God called and commissioned him,
the meaning of “the lion has roared,” Amos would not stay silent (Amos 3:8). Notably, Amos
was sure of his calling to speak truth to power. He responded obediently by declaring God’s
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judgment on Isracl uncompromisingly, despite his ordinary status. Likewise, the church today
must recognize that God still calls ordinary people to courageously stand and declare His truth
wherever power is misused politically or spiritually.

@QWHAT DO YOU THINK?

How should God’s revealed truth reliably and firmly shape believers’ message
and witness to the world?

An Obedient Prophet (Amos 7:10-15)

KJV

10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, Amos hath
conspired against thee in the midst of the house of Israel: the land is not able to bear all
his words.

11 For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely be led
away captive out of their own land.

12 Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah,
and there eat bread, and prophesy there:

13 But prophesy not again any more at Bethel: for it is the king’s chapel, and it is the
king’s court.

14 Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet’s
son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit:

15 And the LoRrD took me as I followed the flock, and the LorD said unto me, Go, proph-
esy unto my people Israel.

NIV

10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of Israel: “Amos is
raising a conspiracy against you in the very heart of Israel. The land cannot bear all his words.
11 “For this is what Amos is saying: “‘Jeroboam will die by the sword, and Israel will
surely go into exile, away from their native land.””

12 Then Amaziah said to Amos, “Get out, you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn
your bread there and do your prophesying there.

13 “Don’t prophesy anymore at Bethel, because this is the king’s sanctuary and the tem-
ple of the kingdom.”

14 Amos answered Amaziah, “I was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but I was
a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees.

15 “But the LorRD took me from tending the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my
people Israel.””

Amos explained the reasons for God’s judgment against Israel in chapters 3—6: legal injus-
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tice, economic corruption, religious pretenses, lavish extravagance, and arrogant complacency.
Because of these covenant breaches, the Lord God Almighty permanently condemned the
nation. The prophet then describes the coming judgment, illustrating the destruction of the
land, buildings, and people through five visions in chapter 7. After Amos declares an unavoid-
able judgment against Israel’s leading political and religious institutions (Amos 7:7-9), Ama-
ziah, the priest overseeing the temple at Bethel, challenges Amos by sending a letter to Israel’s
king, Jeroboam, accusing him of conspiring against him and highlighting the nation’s downfall
(verses 10-11). Amaziah refuses to recognize the divine source of Amos’s prophecies, instead
choosing to see him as a disruptive political outsider, and mockingly orders him back to Judah
to prophesy there (verses 12-13). His disrespectful advice to “earn his bread in Judah” suggests
Amos was simply a professional seer making his living by peddling prophecies.

Amos responds to Amaziah’s claim that he was prophesying for economic gain by explain-
ing that he was not part of any prophetic community. He emphasizes that God’s sovereign
choice commissioned him to be a prophet while he was working as a shepherd (verse 14).
Furthermore, Amos affirms that he was not self-appointed but appointed by God, and that he
obediently responded to God’s command to prophesy in Israel, not Judah (verse 15). There-
fore, ultimate authority belonged to God, not Amaziah. Amos’s response highlights key spiri-
tual principles for the faith community regarding standing up to influential figures. Those who
speak truth to power must be confident that God calls them. Additionally, God’s Word must
always be the foundation used to confront social injustice, moral complacency, and religious
apathy and pretense. Finally, genuine service should flow from humble obedience to His call,
not for profitable popularity or seeking prestige, and should remain steadfast in the face of op-
position.

@QWHAT DO YOU THINK?

How does Amos’s response to Amaziah differ from that of self-appointed and
God-called prophets (ministers)?

A Closing Thought

Amos’s call to speak truth to power highlights several practical applications for the faith
community, both individually and collectively. God can and does call ordinary, everyday peo-
ple to be His faithful witnesses, even though they often feel unqualified. However, those who
respond obediently will find that He validates His call by equipping them to carry out the tasks
He gives. Additionally, when faced with opposition or ridicule for standing up to the powerful,
it is essential to remember that the calling and its authority originate from God alone and do
not require human approval. Finally, faithful testimony before “the powers that be” and unjust
institutions must be rooted and grounded in God’s Word.
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Your Life

This week, think about how you can be an Amos, a faithful witness, and share God’s Word
with someone who might be a victim of social injustice, abuse, or trapped in a lifestyle outside
God’s will. Then, commit to becoming a voice that courageously stands up for justice so that
they can experience hope and the freedom of a relationship with Christ.

Your World!

In these chaotic times marked by the oppression of the marginalized, blatant social injustice,
sexual immorality, religious hypocrisy, and corrupt politics and politicians, the faith commu-
nity must stay alert. Believers should keep the message, ministry, and visibility Christ-centered
so that those who observe their lives are inspired to repent and accept Him as Lord and Savior,
especially given God’s impending judgment.

M Closing Prayer

Dear God, thank You for the privilege and responsibility of being Your faithful witnesses,
empowered to speak truth to the powerful in a world marked by chaos and uncertainty. Give
us the strength to persevere even when we face rejection, knowing that You are the sovereign
authority above all human authorities and institutions. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Conclusion
(Preparing for Next Week’s Lesson)

Next week’s lesson examines the power of intercessory prayer, highlighted by a Gentile’s
extraordinary faith in Christ (Matthew 8:5-13).

Home Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY, June 29 “A Light to the Nations” (Isaiah 49:1-6)
TUESDAY, June 30 “May All Nations Serve the Lord” (Psalm 72:1-13)
WEDNESDAY, July 1 “God Makes Us Alive through Christ” (Ephesians 2:1-10)
THURSDAY, July 2 “Strangers Brought Near through Christ” (Ephesians 2:11-22)
FRIDAY, July 3 “Arise, Shine; Your Light Has Come” (Isaiah 60:1-8)
SATURDAY, July 4 “The Coastlands Await God's Light” (Isaiah 60:9-14)
SUNDAY, July 5 “A Banquet Spread for All” (Matthew 8:5-13)
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